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Learning Objectives

·Areas will be discussed in terms of evidence -
based practice to produce greater long - term 
communicative outcomes for individuals with 
autism:
ƁAssessing and teaching precursors relating to positive 

outcomes

ƁIncreasing spontaneity, initiations, and the variety of functions 
of language verbal and nonverbal children with autism exhibit

ƁThe interrelationship between language and other behavioral 
symptoms of autism

ƁThe social and pragmatic use of language

ƁThe importance of family involvement in intervention programs

ƁBest practices for implementation of communicative 
interventions



Communication in Autism

·Approximately 50% of children diagnosed with 
autism are nonverbal 1

·Severity of the communication impairment is one 
of the greatest sources of stress for families

·Children with autism have been found to show a 
limited range of communicative functions 2

Ɓcommunicate predominately for behavior regulations ï
requesting or protesting

Ɓlack communication for joint attention ïcommenting to 
direct anotherôs attention to object or event

·Enhancement of communication abilities needs to 
be a major focus in the provision of treatment



Evidence - based approaches to 
communication in autism

·When evidence -based approaches to 
communication are used, 85 -90% of children 
(who begin intervention before the age of 5), can 
learn to use verbal language as a primary mode 
of communication 3

·Successful communication approaches focus on:

ƁFollowing the childôs lead

ƁCapitalizing on the childôs motivation to respond

ƁProviding frequent opportunities for expressive 
language in natural environments throughout the 
day using direct and natural reinforcers



Evidence - based approaches to 
communication in autism

·When these approaches are combined 
into an intervention package with 
appropriate communication goals, children 
with autism who are initially nonverbal, 
increase their levels of verbal imitation, 
word production, and spontaneous 
utterances

·Successful communication approachesé 



Evidence - based approaches to 
communication  - following the childôs 
lead



Evidence - based approaches to 
communication ïusing childôs motivation to 
respond 


